5/18/21
Hi, my name is Skye Tanzmann, | am a sophomore at East Hampton High School.

Today, | represent the 85 members of the East Hampton High School s Environmental
Awareness Club.

Our advisor, Mr. Peterson, gives members plenty of opportunities to help within our community,
yet this Balloon Ban was one that truly caught the attention of our club.

Several students were instrumental in taking action to support the proposed ban.

Gianna D'Agostino, who wrote the letter that Mr. Peterson read, as well as Sadie Cober, Kristina
Baratta, Maddie Gaibor, Ava Arcoleo, Colin Harrison and | were able to canvas the school and
gather 385 signatures for this petition against the sale and distribution of helium and gas-filled
balloons within East Hampton Town.

Living in & coastal community, the students of EHHS, are true advocates for this cause as
balloons are incredibly harmful to our fragile envircnment.

Last week, within the span of a 20 minute walk, my mom found nine balloons on Wainscott
Beach. Those balloons might have come from a fun birthday or graduation party, and they may

seem harmless, but they are detrimental to our ecosystems.

“The Ocean Conservancy's annual International Coastal Cleanup reports that from 2008 to
2016 almost 300,000 balloons were found along U.S. beaches.”

Additionally, “Helium is the only element on the planet that is a completely nonrenewable
resource.”. Once it's gone, it's gone.

East Hampton does not need balloons to decorate or celebrate specnal occasions, when the
cost is the health of our local environment and our planet,

This ban would be immensely beneficial for our community and its future.

https:/fwww.forbes.com/sites/marshallshepherd/2019/05/28/why-the-balloon-release-tradition-is-
terrible-for-the-environment/?sh=51f2c%84 1b6

https.//www.npr.org/2019/11/01/775554 34 3/the-world-is-constantly-running-out-of-helium-heres-

why-it-matters#:~:text=Helium%20is % 20the %200only%20element.is%20a%20completely%20no

nrenewable%20resource. &text=But%20only%20helium%20physically % 20disappears.turn%20th
e%ZOtide"/oZOOf%.‘ZOwar.




Environmental Awareness Club
East Hampton High School

2 Long Lane
East Hampton, NY 11937
(631) 329-4181

East Hampton Town Board
159 Pantigo Road ;
East Hampton, NY 11937

May 18, 2021
Dear Town Board Members,

We, the members of the East Hampton High School Environmental Awareness
Club and members of the East Hampton High School Community, support the proposed
town-wide ban on the sale and distribution of helium and gas-filled balloons.

Long-lasting balloons are able to travel thousands of miles and pollute the most
pristine areas of our planet. They enter our local ecosystems and surrounding waters
and kill off animal species which is detrimental to both our local environs and the planet.
Balloons are also a waste of helium which is a finite resource.

We respectfully request that the town considers assisting our local balioon-selling
merchants to discover alternatives to balloon sales in order to support the merchants’
economic vitality.

As the successors of and stakeholders in our town, we believe that it is important
to help reduce the amount of pollution that goes into our environment and this is one
step in the right direction. We respectfully submit with this letter signatures that support
the ban.

Sincerely,

The Members of the East Hampton High School Environmental Awareness Club and
Members of the East Hampton High School Community

Attachments:
Petition and signatures



-

PETITION TO BAN THE SALE AND DISTRIBUTION OF
HELIUM AND GAS-FILLED BALLOONS

We, the undersigned members of the East Hampton High School Environmental
Awareness Club and members of the East Hampton High School Community, support
the proposed town-wide ban on the sale and distribution of helium and gas-filled
balloons.

Long-lasting balloons are able to travel thousands of miles and pollute the most
pristine areas of our planet. They enter our local ecosystems and surrounding waters
and kill off animal species which is detrimental to both our local environs and the planet.
Balloons are also a waste of helium which is a finite resource.

We respectiully request that the town considers assisting our local balloon-selling
merchants to discover alternatives to balloon sales in order to support the merchants’
economic vitality.

As the successors of and stakeholders in our town, we believe that it is important
to help reduce the amount of pollution that goes into our environment and this is one

step in the right direction. We respectfully submit with this letter signatures that support
the ban.

Signed,

(see attached signature list)

(Signatures due by 1:30PM on Monday, May 17th)
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